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Options involve risk and are not suitable for all investors. For information on the uses and risks of options, you can obtain a copy of the Options Clearing Corporation risk 
disclosure document titled Characteristics and Risks of Standardized Options by visiting ibkr.com/occ. Multiple leg strategies, including spreads, will incur multiple transaction 
costs. 

Futures are not suitable for all investors. The amount you may lose may be greater than your initial investment. Before trading futures, please read the 
CFTC Risk Disclosure. For a copy visit your local Interactive Brokers Website. 

Interactive Brokers LLC is a CFTC-registered Futures Commission Merchant and a clearing member and affiliate of ForecastEx LLC (“ForecastEx”). ForecastEx is a CFTC-
registered Designated Contract Market and Derivatives Clearing Organization. Interactive Brokers LLC provides access to ForecastEx forecast contracts for eligible customers. 
Interactive Brokers LLC does not make recommendations with respect to any products available on its platform, including those offered by ForecastEx.

Forecast Contracts are only available to eligible clients of Interactive Brokers LLC, Interactive Brokers Hong Kong Limited, and Interactive Brokers Singapore Pte. Ltd.

Security futures involve a high degree of risk and are not suitable for all investors. The amount you may lose may be greater than your initial investment. 
Before trading security futures, please read the Security Futures Risk Disclosure Statement. For a visit copy your local Interactive Brokers Website. 

There is a substantial risk of loss in foreign exchange trading. The settlement date of foreign exchange trades can vary due to time zone differences and bank holidays. When 
trading across foreign exchange markets, this may necessitate borrowing funds to settle foreign exchange trades. The interest rate on borrowed funds must be considered when 
computing the cost of trades across multiple markets.

The Order types available through Interactive Brokers Trader Workstation are designed to help you limit your loss and/or lock in a profit. Market conditions and other factors may 
affect execution.  In general, orders guarantee a fill or guarantee a price, but not both. In extreme market conditions, an order may either be executed at a different price than 
anticipated or may not be filled in the marketplace.

There is a substantial risk of loss in trading futures and options. Past performance is not indicative of future results. 

Any stock, options or futures symbols displayed are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to portray recommendations.

IRS Circular 230 Notice: These statements are provided for information purposes only, are not intended to constitute tax advice which may be relied upon to avoid penalties under 
any federal, state, local or other tax statutes or regulations, and do not resolve any tax issues in your favor.

Interactive Brokers LLC is a member of NYSE FINRA SIPC

Interactive Brokers Canada Inc - Is a member of the Canadian Investment Regulatory Organization (CIRO) and Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Interactive Brokers (U.K.) Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Register Entry Number 208159

Interactive Brokers Ireland Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. CBI, reference number C423427

Interactive Brokers Australia Pty. Ltd. - ABN 98 166 929 568 is licensed and regulated by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission AFSL: 453554

Interactive Brokers Singapore Pte. Ltd. - Is licensed and regulated by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. MAS, Licence No. CMS100917

Interactive Brokers Hong Kong Limited is regulated by the Hong Kong Securities and Futures Commission, and is a member of the SEHK and the HKFE

Interactive Brokers India Pvt. Ltd. member: NSE, BSE, SEBI. Regn. No. SEBI Registration No. INZ000217730; NSDL: IN-DP-NSDL-301-2008

Interactive Brokers Central Europe Zrt. is licensed and regulated by the Central Bank of Hungary (Magyar Nemzeti Bank) under no. H-EN-III-623/2020

Disclosure:

As with all investments, your capital is at risk

https://www.interactivebrokers.com/Universal/servlet/Registration.formSampleView?file=registration_1/cftc_risk_disclosure.html
https://www.nfa.futures.org/members/member-resources/files/security-futures-disclosure.pdf
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

Offers investors a way to 
speculate on the outcome of 
economic data:

§ Retail Sales

§ Inflation

§ Unemployment 

§ Corporate Profits

§ Climate Events
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ The investor may buy either Yes 
or No contracts relating to a 
question

§ The Event Contract is priced in 
cents. Sum of Yes plus No 
Contracts =$1.01

§ Correct Contracts pay out $1.00 
at settlement

§ Incorrect Contracts settle at $0.00
A 

Any stock, options or futures symbols displayed are for illustrative purposes only and are not 
intended to portray recommendations, or an invitation or inducement to trade a particular 
financial instrument or to engage in an investment activity. There is a substantial risk of loss 
in trading futures and options. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ Access at ForecastTrader.InteractiveBrokers.com

§ Alternatively, via Client Portal>Trade>ForecastTrader

§ Request Trading Permission via Client Portal

§ Note – clients with Futures Trading Permission/Existing Event Contract 
permissions do not need additional Trading Permission

A 

How to Access:
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ Investors can view all available 
questions

§ Each question is specific to a date in 
time tied to the release of a report

§ Additional “thresholds” are available

§ Aim is to create several thresholds 
through time to provide clarity and 
current thinking about how the 
economy might develop

A 
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ Investors may only buy Forecast Contracts – not sell them

§ To close a long Yes contract, they must buy the offsetting No contract

§ There can be multiple Thresholds available for each Underlying event

§ Questions may be set several months before economists have agreed on a current consensus, 
latest market thinking may not agree with the value of the question

§ The historical data is displayed in an interactive chart

§ A correct Yes contract would payout $1.00 if the event data that was greater than the ForecastEx 
threshold

§  A correct No would pay out $1.00 only if the outcome was below the ForecastEx data.

A 
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ Click on the desired question

§ Click on Yes or No outcome as desired

§ Choose the Order Price

§ Enter # of contracts and see Potential Profit & Max 
Loss populate

§ Time in Force is Day or Immediate or Cancel

§ Preview, then Transmit

A 

Entering an Order:

Any stock, options or futures symbols displayed are for illustrative purposes only and are not 
intended to portray recommendations, or an invitation or inducement to trade a particular 
financial instrument or to engage in an investment activity. There is a substantial risk of loss 
in trading futures and options. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ ForecastEx Contract: “Will the  annualized growth rate in US Real GDP exceed 2.4% in Q2 2024?”

§ Market is $0.55 for a Yes contract and $0.46 for a No contract

§ Investor pays $0.55 for a 100 Yes contracts

§ Four days later the mood has shifted, and the market is now $0.90 for a Yes contract and $0.11 for a No 
contract”

§  The investor buys 100 No contracts for $0.11 to close out the position

§  Overall profit is $0.34 ($1.00 - $0.55 - $0.11) per contract or $34.00
A 

Trade Example – Closing for a Profit

Any stock, options or futures symbols displayed are for illustrative purposes only and are not 
intended to portray recommendations, or an invitation or inducement to trade a particular 
financial instrument or to engage in an investment activity. There is a substantial risk of loss 
in trading futures and options. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
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ForecastEx Forecast Contracts

§ ForecastEx Contract: Will the  annualized growth rate in US Real GDP exceed 2.4% in Q2 2024?

§ Market is $0.55 for a Yes contract and $0.46 for a No contract

§ Investor pays $0.55 for a 100 Yes contracts

§ Four days later the mood has shifted, and the market is now $0.20 for a Yes contract and $0.81 for a No 
contract

§  The investor buys 100 No contracts for $0.81 to close out the position

§  Overall loss is $0.36 ($1.00 - $0.55 - $0.81) per contract or $36.00
A 

Trade Example – Closing for a Loss

Any stock, options or futures symbols displayed are for illustrative purposes only and are not 
intended to portray recommendations, or an invitation or inducement to trade a particular 
financial instrument or to engage in an investment activity. There is a substantial risk of loss 
in trading futures and options. Past performance is not indicative of future results.



Questions & Information

§ Contact us - Webinars@interactivebrokers.com

§ Podcast Edition - A Behind the Scenes Look at ForecastEx Events Contracts

§ Traders’ Academy Course - Economic Forecast Contracts from ForecastEx
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mailto:Webinars@interactivebrokers.com
https://www.interactivebrokers.com/campus/podcasts/ibkr-podcasts/a-behind-the-scenes-look-at-forecastex-events-contracts/
https://www.interactivebrokers.com/campus/trading-course/forecastex/


Disclosures

§ Forecast Contracts are only available to eligible clients of Interactive Brokers LLC, Interactive Brokers Hong Kong 
Limited, and Interactive Brokers Singapore Pte. Ltd.
§ Interactive Brokers LLC is a CFTC-registered Futures Commission Merchant and a clearing member and affiliate of 
ForecastEx LLC (“ForecastEx”). ForecastEx is a CFTC-registered Designated Contract Market and Derivatives Clearing 
Organization. Interactive Brokers LLC provides access to ForecastEx forecast contracts for eligible customers. Interactive 
Brokers LLC does not make recommendations with respect to any products available on its platform, including those 
offered by ForecastEx.
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